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Nnrmal penple would uss this part f-~r a Table of Crntents
but apart from the well established fact that I am nnt ncrmal,
there is als~ the little matter »f nnt knrwing just how much
2f what will be 1n this issve of ERG., I can state ouite haprily
thet there will be four pages of Ompaviews (fthey are on stencil)
Similarly, there 1is also a piece by John Rackham..the ons which
gnt squeezed out ~f ERG 12; A fascinating and instructlve 1tem
nn Jazz which I wrrte mysell, naturally I feel 1t is fascinating
and instructive, though you may think differently. Then for thse
more sericus minded, we have an article which proposes a new way
of econserving raw materials, Then we have this FErgltorial, and
after that we get ©tn the walt-and-see bit. There moy be another
Crossword Puzzle, but there prebably will not...see Solutlon fer
mrre details on thls., Anywey, whatever ek e there 1s, I hope
you enjnry ERG...and if you're nct an OMPA member, or a contrib-
uter., . THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE UNLESS YOU COMMENT, If there is
nnt an x in this box, I can't have gat around to putting cne [

YHY CAN'T DICK SCHULTZ HAVE A GOLOPHON ON HIS ZINE, OR IS HE A
PSEUDOFOD FOR XEN CHESLIN ? WHO IS EDDIE JONES % WILL OUR
HERO ESCAPE FROM THE CLUTCHES OF THE MANsWATING PORK PIE 2

Lnnrther thing which comes to my mind, 1s fannish style
art work, Just frr the heck of 1%, I am going t~ natter a little
~m this tmaple, but what I have to
“'s A CRATE OF HAGGIS IN say 1s intended a3z ny opinion, and
; 1" not tn be taken a3 cne of the stray
CASE  SHE GETS AUNGRY laws the Medss end Persians left
all over the prlace, Firstly, I
class fanart inte two types.
il Very good, and very bad,.wlth
1 a sort of twilight zone in
the middle where they overlap,
| Bach elass can Be subdlvided
th- 1014 into 'sericus! or 'light-
|l hearted!,..note, T did mt
il say 'funny', or Teomic',. we
Il ~\ must beware the diff-
,'/ R erence., On the left,
If J’f_éL_ﬁ and scattered through
Al T ERG, are some ¢xamples
A ~f what I mean by
11ight hearted!'...I
doubt very much 1if
they will make anyone
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laugh, or refer tn them as ¢ ither funny or c~mic. It is more
difficult for me to De objective about the class gord/bad, but
'I feel [ if you won't accuse me ~f being t-n big headed) that
my artwork In this issue and ERG in general, is just 2 little
on the credit side cf that twilight zéne,..it isn't alwoys.

My own work then, is I should say around 80; light hearted and
20% serious (covers for Erg 9 and 12 vere sericus){toc give you
sone 1dea) Serious art werk, in my vicw, is something which
has nod undue levity about it...and deesn't smile at itself,

Havirg thrroughly confused the issue, let's e ntion a
few noames and styles tr see if you agree with me. Eddie Jones
1s a master of both serious and light hearted and I have yet
to see 2 prrr Ille by him, Atom, is mre a master of the light
but he is no slouch at seri-us wnrk,.theugh very often even
here, the light shinesthrough, Jrhn Rackhen (judged on his
Ompa offerings alone) ecan handle mechanical nude work pretty
well, but I haven't seen any o~ther art by him to form a2 judge-
ment. Dave Preosser has amagnificent technique, but a slight
tendency to overfatten his females Jim Cawthorn 1s superb when
he wants to be. Jack Wilson (sec carly issue of Triode) has =
marvellowly intricate pen style..but one which demanded an
electronic stencil t~ cope with it., Geokge lMetzger hns a grand
fluld style, but one which is trr complicated for ordinary
stencll work,..,and so it goes. Balanced against the above, we
have the other end of the scnle (andé that above list is NOT
intended t~ be full, before =nmeons jumps me,.it was an off
the cuff line-up) where people ruin stencils and « fer them as
art work., I have seesn a certain drawing which sppecred in the
last OMPA malling,.at least twice before, I'1l spare the name
of the artist, but I hopz he has
the courtesy tn blush..even nnore
g0, slnce hec has t~ hide the DO
hard bits,.arms and hand, pur, (K ,etf SAYS) B oo
the polnt is this..unless you ane + 40 TAKE A CHANCE
PAY cash far that zine, then you WANA o ON A
really ought tn take the o titude -éQ\

"Tt's his mbney,.and I hope he | 4
improves with proctice',..and th%
very happy point is that he willﬂ
I moy not be o top lire artist,
but I know darned well, I ¢an
draw better now than when I firs
st arted drawing for fanzines bacl
in 1946 or 7, End of diatribe,

THREE CHHERS FOR ETHEL LINDSAY,

We (the sch~~1) were
visited by Government Inspectors
the other weck, Because I have
a Responaibility Post for

Remedinl Work, the head one seleeied :
me as his guinea-pig. On walkin ,(’f

around the class, he opensd o Geography —




c3ORY br~k at a duplicated map of Nerth America,

TR (I've been telling 'em all about Canada,

New York, Boyd Raesbun, and Ted White in

case they ever grow up .and run for TAFF),

' The benevolent Inspector sald tn horrible

1little child, "Have yr~u been leorning about

this country ?"...."Yes str" suys hlc, Well

///4:% then what 1s the nome of this c~untry ?" says

; Inspector,.."I den't know" says hle with

- utter simplicity. Off stage, there 1is a <ull

73 sickening thud - thud - thud as I bash nmy

heed slowly agoinst ths wall,

The bosh irScf heads incrensed its tempn when the
/’\’ upright Inspsctor grt the class crunting upwards
——a—t a4 in decimnls,.."98+4,..98:5,.,98-C...." I waited

frr what I KNEW wruld happen...it did,..."Ninety
el ght point ten" rattled happily from thirty throats.

WANTED, ..JOB AS GAS PLANT OPERATIVE,,.BELSEN VARIETY, WORK WITH
CHILDREN PREFERKED...SALARY WO OBJZCT,..ADVERTISER LOVES THE WORK

Betty Kujawa has recsntly lssued a werning on tape vhich
deserves n wider audienece., Telling us of & very pninful state of
affairs currently croggling American manhood, we were convulsed hy
Betty's account of what hoppensd t- many peopk whe used the new
dstsrgent bars in their bath tub., For full detalls, contact BEtty,
On the other hand, mayte you're a daredevil, and care to find out

by personcl experiment.

Ph~ne ¢all from the Tape nRecrrding Magazine,,.Wil: T give
permission t~ the Bosmocord Microphone Co. to use one of my Seggy
cartoons in their sdwrtising ? Naturally, I snid yes...so I'd be
~bliged if anyone sceing the 2d, would clip me a CODY. . .1 nbably be
A month nr tw~ belr~re it aprears anywhere,.bout now in foct, when
I think of mailing date., Incrme Pax penple wrote wanting to know
how much T intended making out of Soggles during 62/63 ,.nits. I
save 'em the obvicus answsr,..all I ¢an. I'm thinking of making
nyself an anelent monurknt and getting the government to support
me,..trouble is, I can't see anyone paying half a dellar to see
round the premisss. Sveaking ~f wenlses, we teock Ron Ellilk
round ond about, and in ~ne stately home, we pnsed him on an empty
plinth in o row ~f Roman statues (Sheffisld has history yu knnw)
and photographed the l~t,,.he ln~ks delightful,

OONGRATULATIONS (AND CONGRATULIONS) TO BRIAN JORDAN ON GETTING HIS
DEGREE AT SHEFFIRLD UNIVERSITY. Brian WISHES TO DENY THE RUMOUR
PHAT HIS MOROR BICYCLE OFERATE ON THE DEAN DRIVE.

Mumerous pnetsareds have bsen arriving here from wrious
places behind the Iron Curtaln,..tlon Burns has just pent & tour
in Russia, and ceceording to the tape we got on his return, hed a
wonderful..if tiring time, We suspect the strings of pnctsarcds
was intended to help fandom in tracing Alan in case the OGPU trrk
hirm t~ have o closer lock at the Northlights in Siberia, Safely
back again, I'm trying to coax Alan into deseribing the trip in
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Erg, but I rather cxpect it will f-rm the bogis f~r the next issue
from the Burns' househ~ld, Alsc caverting abread are the Bentcliffes
wvho are honeymo-ning 1ln Venlece., It seerns they are having rather a
poor time, as acemr ding to Eric, the place is flonhded., Still on the
hnliday kiek, Dave & Ruth Xyle sent a card from the :DISCLAVE, and
Betty Kujawa sent a shnal ~f drocly type mogazines depie ting their
recent trip to the Bahamas, Even brian Jerdan sert us a poctsared
from ¥York on his visit there., We intend to be differcnt..we will in
all prrbability spend our summer voeation at the stately ancestral
Jeeves home in gsheffield, the nddress ~f vhich haprens tn c¢c-incide
with cur normal one,

AND NO¥™ TO THE CROSSYOKD.

Apprarently the puzzle proved to~ hard for mnst peaple, as at the time
~f writing, only ONE snlution has bscen recelved. The UF prize cf

twe 1937 Amazings centaining the serial 'By Jove! was won by Jim
Linwond, Naturally, there is still tirme (as of nrw) fnor an entry
from the USA teo come in and take the EG Wells be-k, but for all thcose
whe got stuck, here is the solutilon.

%“"*309{ :ﬂgﬁg July 16%h. Xwerd Sclution from Rén
SEAGLE ATLAS Bllik...’TiI’le Machine! mﬂiled.

E S5 YEN A E July 19th Seclution frrm Doen Stude-
S%SA% EIHES . baker, Consclation prize riled,

- U |

EY%OQE%D%Lg 30 the Stateside Ompans win the Xwrrd
STEAM TIGER Stakes 2:1 Congratulatlons | See if
E DACE V X ¥y~ ecan ¢i it again.

SUSAN RUINS

. I had thought ‘of cffering a prize
for the first mn pewsred flight arcund
the 1local geos works, but apparently nc
rme likes flying r~umd the gas works.,
Another brilliont 1dea which didn't pan
- . out was t~ invest in some parking
IT'S MUCH  MORE ___PLEASANT meters and scatter them at strategic

! peints throughrut the eity...I got off
with a coution.

I uMaw AT ISN'T AS SFFETIVE Ns
LWIfixe AT ALDGRMASTOon  BUT

Have you sver thought ¢

tMany members of Ompna would ne dnudbt be
amazed t~ henr that Sheffield was 2ot
~ng time ncted £or being an ancient
Greck watering place, They would be
even more amazed if it turncd out +to
— be true, So weuld I
e

'?‘*—‘:-—. - —
T il Aets il
— _f:;—_:_‘s\. W%&M ~
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) I have nften been asked 'ithy do you write s-f 9!
It's a simple soundin;: axestion, but what catches the sar is the
tona of voice, and the very specific qualification, driting ng o
pursuit seems to be one of those permissible ~dditics that the
averapge-riin-in-the-street 1s prepared to accept .. just, He will
‘1low that some people e¢njoy playing the pultar, others collect
gstamps, or rear hamsters ., 2nd sore wrlte. 04d, but understand-
able, Yet, 2s sorn &8s you add the mopie ingredient 's-f' you pet
the . standnrd re jectinn-reaction. “hy ¢

: In puzzling over it, I've tried reversing the
question. Why do so many penple shudder nway from s-f ?  Why do
sn few read 1t ? %hy do I like rending and writing it ? The
interesting thing is that I finc one general m swer which cavers
011 these guestinns, Tt pnes somethin, like this,

Most people 1llke t~ be oble to sort things out
into neat categorles, nll complete with labels, They find this
moke s 1life easler, This brand of beons may be better, bipger,
mere expensive .. but Af 1t says 'beans' on the label, then you
know, near ennupgh, what you're going tn find when ywu open 1t up.
It is passable, even, if the label says !'vepetable sclad!, becusc
you stilll ¥now, near ¢nough, what yulve gnt. ®ut o lobel vhiceh
sald 'Guess what ?2' vouldn't sell many of whatever,

And, to ¢ lot of menple, the lobel f's-f' has
core tn mean just that. PFirst taste tells you it is !space-
operat, sny, But the next one has 2 flevour of 'rmtonts', and
the third 'time travel. Then 'rnbots!, and then you enre nacross
nne which tastes of 'the scciolngilenl extrapolatinn of the africon
developerent vhenomenen' .. and yru give un, 'het is thils stuff ¢

It's this old buriness ~f definitions acailn,
L odefinitinn is just 2 faney label for 'lobel'., Vou define o
thing san ygru cen hondle it, It is nn nceldent that the eollog-
uialism for 'norme' is mendle, Dut 2 handle or o label, deesn't
help a2t 21l unless you Imow what you mecan by 1t, and what the
nther chop means, too, 4nd it is co™mon knowledpe that sven the
addicts cannot agree n2s tn what they mean by s~f. Soms hnve even
tone gn far as tn declare that it cannot be defined, This is to
say that they 1li%e and enjny it, even pnsec as erities .. but



they don't know what it is ! .11 of which is very off-putting
tn the rencral reader, _

that's In the can anyway 2 It snunds 1lile
& straight questlon, and the guwestloner tends to be indirnant
when he dresn't got o straisht caswer, Tut thils in faet, is
what the philesopher's c2ll an ®nyroper cuestion'. No, not a
ruds answer. Perhaps an zntlogy will help, hers. Let'!s say we
taks a subject famillar tn everynne. Suepose soreone carme tn
you and asked, "What is poetry 2", Wow y~u could say, "It is
writing about fair maidens and flawers, stors andg roinbows,
skylarks and dewy mornings, inclent moriners and albatrcosses .."
end, in an 1diot sense, you would be rigsht, Foetry has been
vpritten about all these, and many other thinrs. Foetry ean and
dres range ©ll the way from epic to clerihew,

rub, ¥~ step being naive, we know, don't
we ?  that pretry is to be defined, not by whet it 1s a2bout, but
by the way it 1s put t~gether, By form, and, if you feel that
wsy Inclined @nd you ean hnandle the frrm, vou can write verse
cbout practically anything, ind .. this 1s ths peint ,. you can
write s-f about vreactically anything ton, if you understond the
form. 4nd it is in the form that the definiticn lies, nnt in the
subject matter,

8o the label on the ean won't tell you what
is Inside., It will enly tell vou snmething of the way 4n which
i1t has been canned. WMot with added syrup, or tomotn-juice, No
supnr, saccharine,coldUrin~-matter or srices added. Not vita®In
enriched., £4nd no meney-back guarantee either. This can may
contain one portion of logleal ond plnusible prabebility ..
processed as fictlen .. but ~therwise untnuched by human hnnds,
ind, at the battom ~Af the Xk bel, in bigz print, is the ecaution ..
LI¥E IT OR NOT. It's that last bit which puts the aversge citi-~
zen right off.. which sells me., every time, This 1s that some-
thing extra which hns been exclsed from our carefully prosrammed
and tailnred life .. where everything hns W en diluted, sugored,
mede simple, pre-discsted and mashed int~ mush in 2 theousand
different ways in a frantic attempt tn make absnlutely sure we
will like it,.

Reality just isn't 1like that. The Universe
ticks over, steadily, s~lidly. not caring one single snlitary
darm whether we llke 1t or nnt. 411 ocut faney flavourings are
just an attermpt to ru» away from that basie fuct .. to kid qur-
selves that we can mnke the end vork out the way we want it, Ifve
salc this more than once, in cother »laces, but 1t won't come
amiss here. Por me, s-f is the only nen= speclalist field wnieh
doeres to poke -~n inquisitive finger throush the cw tain of
eonfarmity and try tn see what it is really 1li¥e on the other
side, 4&nd that, for rme, 1s the flovour of the ronth, 2ny month.
LIFKE IT OR NOT+ ‘

e



NEW USES
FOR o

L plea the conservation of raw materials

Then dispesing of surplus bedles, the standard methods of
fiction have lrnz been limited tn leaving them in the linen-clnset
or seeretly stowing them in the br-t of a neizhbour's car. 4 shade
less ~rthodnx have been the systems svalved by real-life murderers
which have ranged from terscs in trunks (cabin vakiety) to brides
in the bath, and sundry nther hichly ima, Inatlve msth~ds of getting
rid of uwnwanted remains,

Such rmethrds may have been tnlerated in the past, but 1in
this mndern era nf snil crnservation, re-afforsstetion—ond- nd
reclamation, we can no longer afford to - ‘ ”
overlnnk the vast s~urce o% rawv matoerials 7%?fr:/ .j%:%A?S
currently going to waste through uncontrolled 4
body.dispnsal, History records a few half-heartec and sprradie
attempts at utlising this material, as witness Mark inthony's
famdus ané impagsirned plea for ears, and the mcre recent musical
crmplaint, " I ain't gt n~ body"., The time is now past for such
half measures, and we must all do our utmest te devise new and
nractical uses for surplus cadavers.

One great advantare vhich the corpse has ~ver its living
crunterpart, 1s the greatly increased ripidity »f the whole frame,
LAdvantage may be taken ~f this by the home craftsman.with some .
slipht knowledge nf electricity. o suitably nosed body is easily
converted intn an aesthetic standard larmp, which any honsewife
would be proud te cwn, DPullst-riddled bndies are best for this
purpnse, since the helds provide ready made QCCesSS for the flex,
Frr best results, a crat nf varnish (or even zillcded
ehomel) moy be aprlied to the exterior t~ add lustre
tn the finished article, and there is endless scope
frr experinents in the use cf sequins, flusrescent
paints and mndern chromium fittings,

inother practical pr~ject, well within the scope
of theaverage do-it-yrurself enthusiast is the
cenversiom of a defunct member of the family into 2
" smart, medern, coat-rack, Once agjain, this takes
adventage of the thermo-setting preperties of the
medinm., On prandfather's demise (and on no account
must yu attempt te hosten this), simply brace the
bedy uprizht in an ertistic pose with arms out-



-stretehed (fror retaining unmbrella, walking sticks, ete.) and the
fingers splayed upwards and outwards (hats,crats,scarves "\
ete,,) Ieave for 24 hours ~r sn, when the therro- \\y‘ Efr)

—

setting wlll be complste, and the bracing may be
removed. . lick ~f paint, or zerhaps a touch ~f 58
French pnlish, and you hawve o coat rack which is A;jf'
the last word in modern cecnr, i

Prr the more affluent and regal heobbyist, ,
~ld bondiss may be used frr f£llling {and stiffening) iy
the numernus sults ~f armour teo be frund in so many
~f English homes to-day. Por those who inhabilt the
stately crumhling mansions of Britain, a rapidly /
stiffening corpse moy be used Ir shore up 2 sagging
wall in 1éeu of the m.rs nrthodox, but for less artigti
baulk of timber...and an added factor is the shecking cost of
such timber these days. Then ~f erurse what better place to
utilise o slifhtly damaged (£211 dnwn cellar stalrg) type of
cerpse, than in the durnyscens ? The increascd attraction to holf-
crown trippers, of seeing o recl hody clemped into the Iron

$¥s4den will so-n repay yrur ori;inal investrent in o bar of soop,

C-ncert first-nishters, ond inveterate salés-goers will
£ind an invaluable ald t~ place saving in the use of carefully
pased body-sitters strateslcally arranged in the gusue., Furthermore
they can be transpried to the queuelny site and 1rcated well in
advance of any npening date, Suck ap~t merkers have the built in
advantage of requirinf no heating, amusement, or fonrd, arxl thus
ensure the brdy parksr 2 fron place in practically ony queuve.
H~wever, out nf deference t~ others, it sheould b a point of
h~nour t~ moke regular visits tr the site f~r the purpose nf
dusting, and removing any cobwebs which may have cecumulated,

Crated vith & layer of plaster, and suitablyg squipred with
swrrd/bark/horse /seroll/ or what-have-you, the léss ~resentaoble
crrpsés can be pressed int» service a8 rark statuss, Drapers mnd

clnathicrs w-uld n~ drubt be over jnyed to obtaln such low
cost windew dQummies, and sven the still-1life section
No ~f the local Lrt schosl would be quick te apwr eclate
ee ;;;:q the advantares of mnadels needing ne fees, heating, or
' : tea brenks. Dressed in Police uniform, and placed
) ___j%_

nt stratésic points aleng the highways, such bndies
woull Geter 211l but the mnst case hardensd motorist
fram execeeding the speed limit, Within the clty, many
= o wepry navvy would eaperly accepnt such a stand-in to
'?9 L@ W] - pglicve him of the daily drudgery of leaning on 2

i Pornaps the mnst snectacular and prestige-
; 5 packcd use ~f oll, weuld be as Britain's entry
et ,;}T/( into the spsce race., Tumped full ~f rocket
,,_c-:////

=3
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fual and fitted with brrsters, spare bodics could be filred ingo
different crbits ar~und the earth thus silencing for »nece and

far 2lly the critics whn claim that Britain's space progran 1ls
dend, Crating such satellites with a layer ~f metnllic palnt
wruld m ke them cxcellsnt reflectrrs of Hadio and TV frequencics,
The vardety of sizes avoilable would zreatly simplify the bask
~f selocting the correct wavelength,

On o riere mundane level, if fittsd with casters, such
bodies could be used to swell the ranks of marching demrnstrators
ap if causht ot the rifht time (in a sitting pesture) would
creatly enhamce the size of sit dowm demrnstrations wilthout
materinlly affectins the intellipence level of the :roup,

cast~r-fitted bodies could nals» be employed vhen testing
learncr drivers on crergency braking technigues, Bore forted
fifures would find & place in the infant schnnl for the purpcse
nf teachin: the basis of o~ur number systert, Lritish Rallwaeys
ceuld show a prefit by stuffing all the sceond class carriages
andl thus force perple intn poylng First Closs rates 1f they
desire o seat. Civil servants desirous of increasing the ir
cstoblishment (vide 'Parkins n's aw!) without inereasing the
amount of work done would be interested in this scheme, and no
a~ubt the Ford motor factery at Dapgenhan would be pleased to
staff their foctory with templeyees' who whuld not want o l-nger
ten breck, shorter hours, less work, and higher wages.

The ramificnti~ns ~f this sugzesticn cre endless, mnd it
will be many ysars before the full prssibilitles ore cvén &s
mich as truchcd, Even so, the doy will come, when the words,
"You ton, can have o ndy live mine" will hove faken on an
ndded s~cial status significance. Tntil that cday, let us never
farget those famous words,.."Mhey rlsc serve, who only & and
ma walt"

& 1D APPRECIATE 11 IF YOU DIGN'T USE THE N
ARAKE  PARACHUTE | ITWE LEFT /MY SANDWICHIES N THIERE
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Before reading further I think 1t
would be helpful to fen if they looked through their files
of \A&IMend sReddlai #Eobyaby Poul Anderson callsd "The fHelping
Hend" I don't recall the dets, but it was coincident with
JW/C's artlecle on Dianetles. Briefly, the story concerns two
warring planets, both wrecked by the war and both offered
asslistance by a benevolent (?) Earth. One planet turned 1t down
and after a long perilod of misery emerged to technological
aend psychological superiority, the other who &ccepted the aid
became & mere tourlst centre. HXussia, I think, and the Iron ‘
Curtain countries could be likened to the first planet, no aid,
lots of misery and shorftege, but now coming out into a sort of
Utopien system, as long as it is remembéred that in Utopla all
personal desires are to be sacrificed on the altar of the
common good. From here on ths article proper starts,

A tour to Russia is easily arranged,
Pooking by the firm with which I went (address on request) was
swift, efflcient, and courteous. Visas--I sent sway money and
passport photograprhs and of course my passport and it was all
done, We flew from Southend to Ostend, joined the céach there
.and were on our way, Germany by night looks nothing, except
for all the traffic in Europs, it seemed, going at a fast clip
down the autobahn, Blearily we emerged into Nuremberg at dawn,
breakfasted, and went on cur way to Czschoslovakia, The frontier
post between Germany and oir first Curtain countiry was quite a
contrast. Cn the one side s=miling Germans, on the other side
callow youths holding tommy-guns in the negligent attitude of
one who knows how to use them only too well. 4 group of
agriculbural labourers passec us by in cherge of a gentleman
wearing a peaked cap. They went into a field and began working.
I am happy to say that thelr escort worked as hard as they daid.
After sbout ten minutes our courier came out with the guide, a
delicious little checkmate called Eva.We were on our way. Barring
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the chahges in guide thls was repeated at every frontler, except East
Germany, whose guards have nasty susplclous natures and kept us at
the frontier for four hours. So we pushed on to Prague,

"Prague is fasclnating, spires and
cupolas all guerdoned wlth brass, speedy llttle Volgas and fasgt
luxurious rear-engined Tatra cars runnlng around and everyone
cheerfully going on their way. Prague 1s renowned for its womenfolk,

I am heppy to report that the standard is still high. ‘'e went a
tour of the city by morning under the guidance of a fugitive from a
robot story Wwhose name (1f she had éne) I never learnt, She spoke ab
great length, with perfect English, and what she didn'!'t know about
Frague has not been found out, The Czechs, 1llke all other Curtain
citizens are industriously rebullding. Streets are belng widened and
beautified, blocks of flats of advanced design are under construction
at a fantastlic rate. In short things are humming. Of course luxuries
are short, Mo chewing gum, no bransistor radios(but plenty of TV)
clothes are serviceabls, where cheap, and two years ahead of the
rast of the world in fashion, where dear. Sayou pay your money and
take your choice,
Our next stop after Prague was a small Czech village
whose name I forget, quits unremarkable except for a very new hotel
at which we stayed overnight. The following day we crossed into
Poland and reluctantly exchanged Evs for a grim faced secret-police
nark called Stanislaus--Ugh! We pressed on to ILodz (promounced Woots)
and instantly drew & crowd,., This was to be common in all Curtain
countries where we stopped-~ I guess len Lrom Mars would bé qulte
ordinary, but capitalist tourists-~--0f Iodz little to say, save the
Christian Iron Curtain hablt of putting free booer on the tables for
us. Then on the next day to Brest and Russila.
At the frontler we dropped our
Pole, and picked up not ons gulds out two. Rimma, who was boss and
her chum Irme who was a rsally nice drop of vodka. Both were the sort
that lead travellers who know anything to conflde in them, I hope
the Russians take soma of the information I dlshed out about the best
way of building a road to heart. The supposed superhighway to Hinsk
from Brést was almost as good as our second~class roads. The weather
was bad, drenching rein, but we pressed on, The countryaide around had
been almost levelled by the German invaders, but the Russians were
grimly rebuilding, but, with the latest techniques and styles., I think
that the devastated pert of Russia will be just sbout a pleture in the
years ahead, The one thing I'm sure of, the Russilans know what war can
do, they have an almost psychotic compulsion to maintain peace. 3o
we came at last to lioscow. :
How of toscow you can say many things. It is
a busy metropolis with soft-drink vendomats 21) over the streets. It
has the finest underground in the world. It has a permanent exhibition
of economic achlevements which is excellent. Agaln there are nothing
but necesaities 1n the shop-windows, but on the other hand there are
ten TV asrials for every one we have in England. In short several
articles would be nceded to deal with lioscow alone, and particularly
the Xremlin wherein(if they were real) are jewels and gold from the
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Czar's collection, which make our Crown Jewsls look like something you
plek-up’in Petticoat Léne for & kid sister. V'a did quibe & lot-in
tioscow, and somme of us, mysell irncluaded, ¢id a day-trip to lLeningrad
by Tluskin jet, 550 miles in 55 minutes, Leningrad, what we saw of
1t in our short stay was excellent. A cross Detween'a pleasant sea-
side resort and a busy port. Lerningrad incidentally, has two Orders
of Lenin, the highest Scoviet decoration. It was badly Jdamaged in the
var, but like all deamaged Soviet citles has twen magnificéntly
rebuilt, ) )
From Iloscow wa returred the same way as we ceme, and this
was the worst part of the Journey, endless milss over dreary farm
Jand, with the only life an occasional car, a trudging peasant, or
a2 tractor working industriously. So at last we arrived In Warsaw,
dlnety~five percent of Warsaw
wez deztroyed duriang the war., It
tas 2ll been robuilt except whatb
ia lef3 of the ghetto. This stands
grivly in the middle of a very plush
housing ostave. A ruinsd shell, a
morunment; and that is all. The
Poles will not ferget. Among other
things that they won't forget is the
Fact thaet the Wshrmacht almost had a
rict over the orders to destroy the
2ity, Taey nad 1ittle hand 1n ths
many cragisies and on many times they
sippad of T the Poles sbout SS raids
and aven supolisd thewm with weapons,
wkiecil backs uyp the bellef that there
ars zood Geruens .
Frow Warsaw into
Last Gerwany and West Berlin, almost
buratiog at ths gcums with goods of
ail inds. Vo did a tour of both
; sldes of the wali, the contrast was
» — vory nariseda. So from Ghere we went
home, and only now em I digesving whait T sav .

Things I will rowrsuber seelng. The
loving care which the iron curtein countriecc sre lavishing on the
redullding ol churches, particviarly Sinlensk Cathedral. The space
building at the loscow Exhibition of Feoncinic Achisvemonts, with all
the assorted hardware, megnificent &legrswvs of the solar system and
Tilms of space~flights by Gagarim and Tikcv, 2ius # Look a% the huge
cabin of the Vostok Rocket. Also there werd the spscssuista, the foods
and the other squipment on free display: Tinon thsre was Lhe wohderful
panorama of Moscow from the Lénin hiils . zud of zotrse I wont everp
forgaet the Moscoew Undergreund, ¥ could cry when I thinlk what London
Transpori nas Talled o do. Finally I woit sven onget wall-dressed
children, begging for casvwing zum end Dallopoint .on3,

Trestmens. Couldnit have been better,
and this 'went for all ou® porty, & mixed Ysg of Americans, South
Africans, one Australian, two New Zeéslarder:. There were other foreign
people we met who ell sald the szame, the Ruazsians wers very kind and

pe
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helpful, and triled hard to underatand our language, though many did
speak English and this 1s the second language ia the schools., The good
treatment went as far ag whizzing us to thn head of the queues, and the
only place whevre I heard a murmur of protest at this was when we went
to seo lenints tomb. I suppédse 1 should say & 1itHle about this
monolithicec place. You go 1n, down some steps, rounda the glass case in
which old Vladmir Ilyich lolls looking quite plsased with himself, and
out into the cemetery 1ln which are buried famous communists including
an almost unknown fellow called Stalin~ewonder who he was?
Ve were encouraged to gc out and see

thinga for ourselves, and time was left to do it. I was considerably
let down over photography, [for weeks I had been practicing secret taking
of snaps, and when we got there we wsre not only allowed Lo take any
plctures we wished, we were actually encouraged. The only rule was that
we had not to take pictures of any military installation, and we had not
to take pictures of anyone in unifovm without asking psrmission. For
some reason no plctures were allowed in the Kremlin Jewel Room, but
apart from that, as 1 say we were encouraged o use our cemeras and I
got some very nilce slldes,

As far asz contrsiv between the various Iron
Curtain Countries 1s concerned there was vory 1little to choose. I was
not impressed by ths slogans sbtrung up all round ¥ast Germany and most
especially in East Berlin, I saw very few slogans in Russia except on
the huge hoardings bearing pictures of Tenin and these ware more or less
translatable as™ell done peopls oi Rassia, thanlze to your great efforts
we can--obe. etc." But in Rast Germany thoy all said thai everyone had
to work like blazes or go under.

_ To bring this Ba an snd I should spesk
something about Russian food drink and accommcdation, Well 1t was better
than good, I liked the cabbage soup with sour creocm, and the salad
likewilse adorned. The sgervice in the restaurants was very slow but they
ars learning. However plates where necessary wers hoy and so was the
food, Russian lce~cream is desar Dut good, anc tha% Jonyu for Lhe drinks,
I 3t111 héate vodka, Polish ham is out of thie wcrld, most exceptionally
dellcious, and the Christian habit of putting fres crlnks on the table
for everyone 1s something to be followsd aslsevhers, X think that I am
inclined to agree with what IHeck Reynolds predicts for Russia., Once
they get thelr own house put sbtralght 1 taink the Russians will look
outwards, But it may take a lot of years, becauss vhey are busily
getting Siberia opened up and this iz absorbing all their energles,

So to finisn off with, Russia and the
Iron Curtain countries ate very similar to the conditiens of a cold
bath. Enormously bracing, making you feol it and we¢ll and tingling
all over with wvibrant health. But if you wilill ercuze me I will just
creep away upstalrs now and draw myself a aice English bath of hot
water, bourgeoise reactlonary though ir may be. Finally (I seem to be
using that word a lot. If anyone wanls to kuow anything further I will
do my best to answer them, G bye now!

| P [
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Beling o shert acceount of the origins .
~f the tradltional style.

; S Few jozz lrvers retlise that trad, cricin-

= .ated, NOT in Nesw Orleans, but in o tiny and
. v very damp 1little village t~ the Soruth named
rather prebicnlly, Jasmine - - the crntroct

~irnn is ~bvicua. Bicks Kyderbeg, = l~eal greocer, and lsader

~f the villcge band alth-ugh ULtuPLy incagpsble ~f reacding music
had taught h1ﬂ5c1f to pl‘v the pisnn by ear. Because »f this,
the mtbcr merbers ~f hisg sextet hod developed the technique of
following Bileks, rather than pley from a written score., Since
Bicks had a gond ear and natursl ssnse of rhythm, the group
gettled drvm Int~ a steady combn i&eal frr lreal h 108 and sin-
ilar féncticns whsre wcll estoblishsd (and rehes rscd) tunes
cruld be ployed. aQding o new tune tn thelr repertoire involved
Blcks first luurnina tn TRistls 1t, then play it, and finally
the band adjusting themselvss to hia renéering,

Things cruld have centinued in this way £f~r many a year,
hatd nrt an attack of sinn-rneunonia (the worst kind) left Bicks
with recurring ear troruble vhich in turn affscted hils playing,
The membars ~f ths band t~ crrpensnte for his erratic playing,
were foreed tn develor thelir owm g asmndice. ¢rcarthonice style to
magk thelr frequent deviantions frrm the norm, 4 grour of 'bright!
young things! out fr-m New Orleons m a sprec arnprped in at thu
" roadhruse where the combo was playing, Faseinated by thls new
muslc they ennxed B¥eks ond his rmen t~ fccept engapgemsnts in
New Orlenns itself. Ths sbyle sprend, crnylsts sprang un like
flies rrund o bleck ~f,ecrnerete, Nomes such 2 Dizzy Gllgnie and
Long John frgentam formed their own groups, in fect 211 the hnas
beeng incarable of pleoying "n henest nnte Jumped ~n the hand
wazrn an¢ within a coruple ~f years, the Dixieland style hed
assured the nrenarticns of o trodition, The rmyths hod multin-
lied t~ such an extent that tn this day, fow jrzz lnvers have
any idea mg t~ the true o~riginn of the nolsea which they hove
learned trn endure with stoicism and veneration,

Vhen the epitaph cermes tn~ be written for this erhemeral
neo-art form, one wonders will it credit the orilgins t~ Bilcks,
or will time havs cxonernted hin, and the muillt s laid squarely
on the round shouldsrs of many & perf-rmer
arched over his instrurment. One thing 14 GEAR  sHE SPEAN

certaln jazz uses the same n~tes &s all nthsr
rmusgic, the only Zdifference being in the way they ﬁ» ﬁ @

are treated, The rioral «f this excapes re, but
no daunt Ehepe 15 oné there if yeou have a sﬁaam
shovel with which t~ dig it out. Finito MO LW EeYTE
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This article by Ted Tubb merks a slight deviati~-n from the normal
non~-existent prlicy pursued by ERG. Ted has perused Binary 10 by
Joe Patrizio, and tankes up the cudgels against an ltem therein, T
gt the article from Ted, as nct being an Ompa member, he was a
1ittle unsure abeut the methed of gztting published in an Ompa-
zine....but he dld know that I published outside centributicns,so

now you know why this appears here rather than in Binary.

THE CHROMIUM -~ FLATED WILDERNESS by E.C.Tubb

At the risk of upsetting declieate stomachs I'll give one go~d
reasen for letting a child die -- hen it is bern hopelessly blind,
deformed,crippled and diseased. And please let us have ne religious
cant or meral hyprerisy about this, No one has the right to condemn
any sentient crecture to a 1life of abject misery. If we force such
an unfrriunate tr survive we are practising the ultimate in sadlsm -
no matter how we chonse tr dress it up in pretty wordage. Ask
y~urself if y~u wruld be hapry bt~ gn through 1ife never knowing what
1t 1s to live a full,normal,life kn~wing that nll this suffering was
f~reced upsn you by thrse whe plously elaim t~ have d-me their best
£rr Foud pws

%hat, nnot the mercy we 2utomatically extend to animals, is the
thing whieh mnkes me sick,

New, although it shruld nnt be necessary for me to emphasise
this, .I am going tn comment ~n the article os reqested, NOT on the
moral concept 1t contailns. The concept 1s gend. T fully agree that
children should neot be allowed to suffer, that they should be fed,
adults tec, and that 'Man's inhumenity te man makes countless
thousands mourn', I have great respect and admiration for all thrse
yvho are dning their best t~ alleviate the swm totol of human suff-
ering and I wish that more psople weuld take o more active intersst.
That clearly understnnd I will now comment on the ARTICLE as & plece
nf prose. ~

It atunk !

It pesked of the asame sickening,self rightecus, 'holier than
thou! stuff s» beloved by sveangelical tract writers. As a plece of
propagan. . it was a lousy riece nf work, WHY ¢ Well, let's take a
closg lock at it. The writer was more Interestsd in playing with
pretty words of Gothic Horroar than he was in pregenting a pieture of
numan suffering. e.g. "Lepers earraded and bestiel,.." :

For Gnd's sake ! He's telking ~f human beings | :

‘thy make them mensters ? “ho has any sympathy £~r monsters ?

ire we suprprsed tn believe that he can hove any real fecling for
recple he takes such pains tp present in s~ disgust ing and degrading
2 light ¢ No, I'm n~t being squeamish, just factual, There is
mAre than nne way to say o thing - this wasn't the right way.

After the exhibition the jrurney rcutside back ta the normal
wnrld, Here we get both barrels, the 'haw can you be so rlind, sc
wrong, 8o selfish treatment. But how he does it. He 1s walking
thr-ugh a normal city street, sc why 1s he disturbed at the sight of
venple 1living their normel lives 7 And can anyene moke sense of

this snippet 2
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«ve.Italian,Indion,Chinese, anywhere you had a2 mind t~ and nonsy
for ..... no children squatting in the gutter with empty soup bosls
tp put you off your fond, the manngements knew better than that."

Are we to believe that the restaurant manogers dellberately
drove away the starving children with their bmpty soup bowls' ?

Or dig they f£ill them before driving them away? Or were there no
aterving children around in the first place ¢

All right, so I know about poetic licence and emotlon-words
ag used in the best advertising - and I know the usunl reaction to
such licence and words, I felt it when I read the article.

The real sickener c-mes towards the tail., T guote in full
to show just how ridiculous the writer becane.

"I saw pornographic borkshnps selling the promise of lust
indulged at so many shillings a time, so mony glasses of milk - and
donrwoys Into strip clubs, the photographs proud with flssh...no
children nuzzled there, the breast being for filthy imaginings. no
babies found warmth, birth being a matter of contraception.”

This is sick, Mentally sick, Read it again, slowly, and
this time try t~ figure out the kind of mind which would use such
phrageolngy. It doesn't even make any kind of logical sense.,

Borltshops in this ceountry do not opsnly sell pornography, ..
there is a law about it, no matter what a writer after tatmosphere'!
might choose to say., "The promise of lust indulged' hardly belmgs
to a bockshop at 2ll...and brothels are alse illegal in this
country, no matter what o writer after ‘atmosphere! may hint.

I will poss over the sweeping generalisation that women who permit
their mammary glands to be photngmapbed are automatically child-
less... and ignore the concept that the breast is for 'filthy
imaginings!' (Any married men in the hcuse ?) But the last few
werds really- hit the bell.. "Birth being a matter of contraception
Controaception ? odd., I always thought 1t was the other wny
about.

No, I did nnt like the article, not only because it strove
sn hard for bffect! and failed se miserably t» be anything other
than a2 wild brew of sénseless ndjectives, but also for o more
important reascon.

one of the tragedies of the nuclear disarmers 1s that they
are not taken seriously. No thinking man can sirely admit that a
shower of Ltom borbs is a @~nd Thing, and tn be encouraged. ,.but
the movement hos abiracted all kinds of bedrdies and weirdies, all
so eager tn junr on the band-waggen to exhibit their 'uncenvent-
ional way of 1ife® These creeys revelh all serisus people who
could do something nbout the movement but who have nn desire to be
associrted with the 'lunatic fringe’ The movement hag bscome
asgnciated with that frings, and is therefore, not taken by the
public at large as seriously 2s it would like to be,

The article I've bsen talking about could also be taken
to serve the same purpose os the weirdies...it connot be taken
seriously....therefore the moverent connot be taken seriously.

Now this 1s 21l wrong and 2 great injustice, and the publiec
should know better, we all agree...but who can blame the public ?
Propaganda 1s 2 means to an end....Bad propagoenda cefeats 1ts own
object., I contend that this article is bad propaganda because it
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is riddled with nonsense - and if one part ¢f the whole 1s rubbish
then 211 muat be suspect.

One thing occurs to me while writing thls. It is awfully
romantic to talk of suffering in places on the other side of the
world, places with exntic names to which money can be:sent and
consciznee szalved with the warm knowledge of something done.

But why go so far 2

Are there not spestics, blind disenged, deformed, unwanted
and ill-used children here in England ? Are there not unloved and
malnutnitioned creatures in human shape among us ? Qur people ?
Oour respnonsibility %

Or is charity tor unremantic when it begins at home 2

BEEAAAAAAARAIRARARERRRIAARARLARIARSAEAIAAIAIAAAAIAARAAEAAIIIAILILEE

STOP PRESS

Latest haprenings at the time of going to duplicator will
.come in handy fer f£illing this space, so hére goss. 1. The blasted
asthme hos returned. 2. Having been absorbed into the N3F, 1 am
deluged with welcomaittee lettera, s~ if I owe you 2 reply, please
bear with me..y~u'll get it s~oner or later.

Congratulations tn the Russiocn atronauts on a mognificent
anchievement,,.but I'm ra~ting for Americe, ond hope they will yet
get Saturn cracking and get thetf fustest with the mostest.

CRISIS IN THE BSFA LIBEARY, Peter Mzbey..wh~ is the main
spring of 1library acbivities, is leaving Chel enham, and the library
mast {a) Find a new home with a hardworking librarian... or (b) Go
into cold storage..with the resultant expense, and with a strong
progpeet of ultimate dissolution.

DO WE HaVE A VOLUNT=ER TO HOUSE ALND aDMINISTER THE LIBRARY 7

Sl (i} =i

Suggestions for Erpg special issues 2t the moment cre 1. For
an astronenmical compendium issue {date, tabdds ete) and 2. For an
issue devnted to Soviet rncketry. I foavour the second suggesticon
at, the moment..but infeormation on this topic is hard t» crme by in
any authentic form,.so if any of you have surplus material which
you want tn throw away...sho~t it t~ me. 1If I get e¢nough tc add
tr my own supply, we may get orgnnised,

SIS (e (e

Those of vou who have watched the so-called s-f items on
BBC T-V will nn doubt be taken violently sick whenever the old
Corporation heads that way in the future. Though by and largem the
BBC churns out better programmes than ITV, s-f seems to be one
field where the commercinl beys really make the grode. I'm
referring to the 'out of this world! series, A marvellous opening
(speeded up growth of rhubarb sccdlings) ond appropriate theme
rusic set the scenc for pgenerally first-class preductions. Now if
only they would remove the (UN)natural breaks.... FIN.
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Priae  Crossuord No, 2 ; 7 3 '%5%%,:& PG
Apvarently the last cr-ssword prrvsd a @gﬂ %
trifle ter difficult, s~ this ~ne has |1 AR
been ecased off a shade,..why not have [~ | %ﬁﬁ_ﬂ ]
o try at it, and win the prize? @ . ”‘g {
ACA08S e 3 BB =" .
1. Keverse it befere sunburn for = R : I
2 missgile w_ﬁ\i b o . &
4, VWereen's husband, - " ’ A & i s
7. That x equals when x° T x 23
8, Capek inventsd this word T o =
. Re-arrange a rusical terrm f~r this | |
asternid an
10.Tt won't play well without n tip T —f. 2
1l.Plenet,always in the ecliptie l ! B l
14, A terse way to adjust 17.8ome of them had tendrils.
€0. A hard minernl- 23 Expands on formaticn
24, Village nitwit 25 First lady between the Poles
26, A.C.Clarkes nick nome 27 Tarcsites love 'em
28. 3+14159 and wverything will dr the flying
l. There can bz o numbsr 2. This backward robot was grect
3, A nlck in thess nrt chrsen 4, W~t mouch use wlthout 4 fulerun
. What Fe does if exposed tn C2 and Ho0
8, It rises 1n the lnnely sast 12 Rverything
13 4 logarithmic base 15 Yhat this 2ppesars in.
i8 A change for tea 17 Pamrus for Lensmen & Skylarks

18 Give this author a2 shilling and s-mething gres wrong
19 Move the sties ©tn new positlons 20 He¢ wrote about talking animals
21 An aguthor used by 2 blacksmlth £2 Paul .s...., 3n sarly s-f author

HULES..,.O0pen t~ any ompn member, excert the 0.E. He wouldn't twilst,
but I den't want him t- get accused »f it anyway,

Entries may be on this page, cor the usual 'reasrnable
facsimile...,,wlth y~ur name and address,

First British entry ~pened wins the British Prize,+++ if

First USA entry takes the USA prize. ++++++t+e~rrect,

britisk Frize, Four poceketbo~ks,..I hore these have 2 littles more
pulling power than the twe coples of Amazing which were won
by Jim Linword (& c~st 5/- ench from FM(L)) Maybe & guess
what prize will d~ the trick

US4 ....At the time of writing, the HG Wells 'Time Machine! &
Wheels of Chance! is still unclaimad...so this earriss on.
-If won, I'1ll Adig -ut 2an~ther prize,
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THIRTY TOOoTH MAVIL_t MG

EEST CDVER....4Atom's 11la for Scottishe
BEST ALL ROUND LALYOUT AND REFRODUCTION was
Dark Star No.l. and a very close scconc was

gutpost Mo, 2. Bnth these mapgazines made me
WANT to rend them

PUENOTYPE, Beautifully procuced, and with two lovely illns,
a few more would have gained it the Oscar for appear ence. 4
scholarly prnduction, but I'm afraid that since anthropology
is not my raison d'etre, I wasn't carried awoy. However, 1
feel this is a wrrthy type of contribution to offer OMPA..
the tinside! article by an interested party. Tackled in 2
more ambltious way than the two pagse article, this is one

~f those labours of loave (thought it probably wasn't at the
time} which call Inorth one's best e¢fforts,

sIMBIE,. Once again, I enjoyed the Lrmy reminiscences, and T
particularly enjonyed the bit abnut the note saying.."I didn't
cn to church" 1I'd have bheen with you ~n that one mate. ibout
that Benteliffe/Jocves Ompn dezl, I've never rone into it,

so I ean ~nly doscribs how we nperated. I hnd always understond
~rurs was o jrint membership repistered as ‘Denteliffe! for
convenience, He pald the dues, and I 4id all the dupin; and
suppliec¢ the paper...snd we produced half ench ~f the rmaterlal.
we lapsed 'Platform' because of pressure nf Triode., TUntil
right now, I had always assumed I was a founder member ~f
OmMpa....%e 1live and learn,

QUTIOST.. 4 beautiful plece nf work, and I thoreaughly enjnyed
the deseription ~f Up-Helly-4Aa, particularly the way in which
the traditional affair evolved itself intr something more in
keeping with mrdern requirements. 1 was

very s~rry thot there was no mere...MNORE, ’4€E;§ﬁv4
FHILBY Folin, I wasn't minded tr rusk out | gorpqepo
and try to raise £100,000 to save this for —
prsterity, but on the other hand I think thereELJ

is 2 definite pnssibility her for fan cartorn

fillrs. ALbout the serinus (?) side of it, I '.5L\
wnuldn't know. %j\\

PFOOT..My rnly objection t~ this, was its brevity.
The more of this kind of the zony type madnsss,

the more I like it,  YES. B 2
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BNVOY, .I'm afriad (Lrecal equivalent fer 'afraid') thut the
hiteh-hiking pivce was s~ similar t~ s~ meny other stories
n this theme, that It just ¢idn't nress any of nmy push-
buttons. Its length, crurled with lack of saragraphs alse
tended to maks it awfully Jifficult to stick with I'm s Yy
t~ say. About Ted Tuth's world. th~, fecl he was nptinistic
“nd that 1984 'for ~ur ~vn cond' is o far nore likely futurs

F~r Dritain...and the Western world in general,

DARK STuR,..Gn~d cover, and simply fnscinating layout, T
dracled ~yver this one, I'™ n~t s~ surce T nece2pt your laying
the blame frr37x ﬁffunders on the UPitlSh thruh, Neturally,
anyone (and we all dn 1t) ean mike the »cd hen hno, The recl
neld test is whﬂ keeps dropring these 11 tcvqry clarper® with
svery other utterance ? .sgrecd we can f£ind 2 tanb in DS, T
try tn avoid 'en, but I am willin t~ bet ya'lll find a few
in ERG. On the other hand, s~me po~ple know so well that
they have clangers tn ornr», that they dsliberatzly shove in
sxtra anes in an offert (hopeful) %~ mqke us all think that
it is ol1 ﬂﬁﬂd fun, anca »f c~uroe thege are intentional, ,uwe
don't nornally vrite like this,  ond Hhn shruldn't s me
e aple malke brebs anyway ? Or“u 1s '0ff Trailst, not !'The
Literary Cmeoiss uAr'q fuide t- ancivnt mmnuwents. e nall dn
the best with what we bave, I'm afraid that Jim Groham seemed
more llke a bore thon o pesh wew funry mmn...but that is the
oqu fact, You lauzh with your prls anc all have o pgood tine
~"cther unll» the old ffddy uuduy acrcss the rnad thinks
you're Qll crttn~plekingeg nilts, ¥ou con't win s rmetimes,

SCUFFLE..I'm slac y~u tyned the ngme uncerncath tho hendingz,
as I was “ﬁin" slrwly mad tryin~ t~ deeypher thot fqncy type
heading, Glac y~u didn't exprasw my (our) irnorance In the

InNsWErs t* ynur rﬁ11 cum quiz, but just gave the onswers, I

havs sgen and enjryed 'Moamificsnt 71 anc the ~dd zscene fren
17 &amur&i «LoWhich T wenuld 1love £t 2- in trt~, ¢ that
nsterpisce ~f s~oinl on-invorin: y~u montion,..the Vatholic

3

Church.,.it dresn'i st require froith. .1t Jdurm well bulldnzes
2 ‘?MF»S y~u int~ .ivin~ it, I was brmuﬁht
¢ up in Cath-lic schoclsg ,.by shee
acrident..and saw just how they
ram the ir neints hme,  Since
then, Itvs alsn~ sucr how they keen
tabs on their 'flack' I aprss
they ean't lﬂsc unaer that systen.
«o I just don't want the systenm.

......

"Veu're Yr:jhf‘ Q ;[roL‘ aF Cof)(rf wmz'es
2w a lal pretiigr
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SALLY PORT...I've hear this bit about mammoths found
frozen, with fodder undigested in their gizzards so
many times..but I'm still waiting for chapter and
verse as to the authority. Hast got it 2

ENVOY..agln..Cheslin, Just what glves with this
dnuble standard ? I rust have missgsed the explanatinn
somevhere ? It dnesn't matter HOW you measure
I.Q., there are dnzens of tests. The result IQ

1s established by dividing the Mental ige by the
Chronoldglecl fge. If you are the correct age nn g
the Mental Scale, for your Chronnlegical age, this
obviously comes out to unity, It is multiplied by
100 to glve a complete whole number seale and avnid
decimal errors, Now, that Mental Lge bit is tested
on LARGE numbers to get an averape figure and the test is
adjusted sn that this gives IQ 100. Only then is it used for
IQ testing...and the average MUST be 100 by definition, no
mattter whose tests you use. Naturally, you can have o test
error of up to 104 maybe, but that has nothing t~ do with the
statistical norm which is set at 100 and Never at 80, T liked
your Con account...at the moment, brian ,.11dis is dicle ring
with Doaréman for the DSFA anthelogy business.

ViGLRY, This is near1¥ always the mest Interesting item in the
mailing, but it deesn't always lo~Kk s0, & cause of the snlid
rrint. Can't you break it up somehow Brbbie., I know it dnes
not imprnve the material.,.but it dres rut ~ne in a more recep-
tive frame of mind t~ enjoy it., Honest. D30..Erad, she calls
Yorkshlre FLAT. I agree, ~ur weather is to say the least,..
'variable',.but 'Flat country!. Dig out yrur contour map huh ?
Your comment con pafie 4 that RAF men gnt 48 hrs light duty after
Inneulation 1s just not true,..it may have beecn frr y~ur canmp,
but T riever met it anywhere else,..and I had enough te last me
a life time with ATT, TAB and all the brnster shots befere and
durinz my ~verseas service, Ionly once ot 'light duty', and
that was when I came out of hrspital in Lombay fifter having

had jaundice,..the 'lizht duty' turned out to be an assault
course ~f one week, I like Vauary, but I still don't belisve
In witchcraft or re-incarnation,

MORPH..Liked the bn~k notes, but I must have missed a geear
somewhere, as I cruldn't understand why the brrk catalogue with
prices came in the middle.

SCOTTISHE..CONCRATULIONS on TAFF Ethel. Iliked yur Atom cover
and thought &f one of his best to date. Re your complaint about
theEnglish battering the Scots (pages 7 & 8) 1ln the first place,
those were rough days...and enyway, f-ur uprisings-in forty
years..they deserved clobl ring for breaking the peace, I'm
all for the NHS t~~, I knrw penple abuse it, I know it is
probahly expensive,.but it has ~ne great asset...reace ~f mind,
I don t have t~ worry abrut landing a bill for £100 guid..and
thus @orry myself Int~ sickness in trying to avaid it., THAT is
worth a heck of a 1let, Thanks als~ f-r Haverings, I ought to
have acknnowledge it..but I've had a week's 1llness on the NHS.
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‘ Having suffered from asthma since last Sg tember, I just
caught a big attack, had a week in bed {holiday week)
m' and made a full recovery.
Frond DINARY,..Re this conscience kick..a blt »f perse ctive
helps,..sure 1ts hell t~n see kids suffer..but, apart
/*‘\\ from the fact that cha®kty bezins at home, T have the
\ ¢ kids I can & ford t» raisz decently...m Q donfg keen
breeding for my ~wn selfish armusement., "Thatly one
point. Point tgo, try t» tell those masses about difth \
control, and they elther laugh it off, ignore 1t, or can %
bothered. Anyway THEIR grvernments won't help 'em. Next,
if we tried te help everybody, we'd be in the same straits. So,
perspective...help thnse you can, but don't kncck yourself up
doing it, or you help no one....ma I wonder how many bobs
out of every drzen collected, £o tn fexpenseg' 2 I liked your
comments on Jk's plecs,..I'd all ready told him what to expect,
and as it is he and I seem to devote 99% of ~ur letters to
arguing with each nther (That led towards the Gabriel serinl
inc identally) '
ELIZABETH ST BUGLE,.I disapgree rathervicrlently with your
- 'Protest', but I feund it fascinating reading., Re the lousy

- films, the remedy is simple..don't s tn see 'em, I don't 1ike

SV four letter' cuss words ,.filth,.in mixed groups, or in a stery
and T sure as hell would d~ my best tn ban a film which used 'en,
Was it necessary to bomb Japan ? It has boen established they
wanted peacc.? Who sstablished it ¢ Lnyway, what does that
have to do with 1t...I was out in that theatre mate, and men
were beling killed by the Japs who were 'wanting peocel!,,.ask
those whr were killed how they liked being killed by a peaceful
enemy, That bomb made 'em (et a mnve on, and we grt that peace
a damn glght quicker, 0K, ym 're march around and then sit
down, .you don't want the bomb, What am I deingz 2 Ifm telling
everyone who will listen what nits the CND are..I don't want
to ban the bomb. You castipate a heck of a 1ot of people and
accuse 'em off delng damn all...have they written t~ tell yp u
thet they agree with bomb banning ? CND is still 90% rabble
tryin: to influence the majority by shoutins léud-enough, -

That dolphin article looked gocd, until ¢ I gt Into.it,
and then; apart frem the errors, it bor Aéi K
o great resemblance to a precis of & W
an article from an encyclopedla,

Who faked 1t up ? (:: ke
SIZAR,.Gond for Dennett. Your  (ay
story had me gripped, and I was fascinated
by everything but the ending which I felt
slowed down a trifle...otherwise pond, -

<]

INERTAI, .Sorry this had t~ drnp, fg is
a damned go-~d piece of work, and 2 plty
it arrived tnn late. I hrpe Jre will
stick around until he gets back into
OMPiL, '

AND THAT's MY LOT. Checrs.






